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WE’RE NOT
DONE YET!
Stronger North Stonehouse project
to continue its work this year
The last six months have seen a huge
amount of work take place within North
Stonehouse as part of the Home Office
Safer Streets Programme.
From the installation of new CCTV, to
additional and enhanced street lighting
across parks and streets to training on
crime prevention, property repairs and
incredible community projects and
murals. So far, seven parts of the North
Stonehouse area have set up or are keen
to start running their community watch
schemes.
All of this has occurred against the
backdrop of the ongoing pandemic and
the restrictions placed on everyday life.
The success of the project so far has
come directly from the community.
In February 2020 when the first meeting
took place at Plymouth Cathedral to
discuss a possible bid for funding to
the Home Office’s Safer Streets fund,
few would have imagined that the
ensuing successful grant application
could galvanise the community of North
Stonehouse to such great efforts.
The result of the successful bid for over
half a million pounds was the formation
of Stronger North Stonehouse. The goal

to help the community drive out crimes
such as burglaries, vehicle thefts and
robberies and, in doing so, make the
area a safer and more pleasant place to
live.
The impact of the project on this area
of Plymouth has been felt throughout
the community and, significantly, has
been noticed across the city as a whole.
North Stonehouse was already a
vibrant and close-knit community with
many wonderful people working hard
to make a difference.
Stronger North Stonehouse has
built on this, bringing people and
organisations together to complete
community projects.
The Stronger North Stonehouse
Journal is just one of the projects created
to improve community cohesion and
this edition chronicles many of the other
projects which have benefited.
While Home Office funding for the
project has come to an end, the work
of Stronger North Stonehouse will
continue.
Thanks to funding provided by the
Police and Crime Commissioner and
Plymouth City Council for this year the

Stronger North Stonehouse team will
be continuing its work and people can
expect to see much more activity in the
neighbourhood.
This will include more referrals into
Neighbourhood Watch’s Feel Safe
Scheme, extra training in areas like crime
prevention as well as more support for
community projects.
The Journal will also remain, providing
updates on the work being carried out
and seeking views on projects and ideas.
“I am pleased to be able to confirm
that, along with our partners at
Plymouth Council, we have been able to
provide both funding and expertise that
will allow the community to continue
much of the work that Stronger North
Stonehouse has kick-started,” said
Commissioner Hernandez.
“Very early in the process we identified
that the community felt real progress
would come from continued support
and investment.
“One of the areas of focus for the
year is to help get the Stronger North
Stonehouse to a position where it can
be self-administered and self-financing.
“That would be a real legacy.”

Stronger North Stonehouse Partners
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Green Box Art Trail is complete.
See Page 4

Composting in Victoria Park. See
Page 6

Unique history trail for
Stonehouse. See Page 10
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Community plans continue
beyond the funding period
The initial Stronger North Stonehouse
funding period may be over, but two
of its projects are continuing to benefit
residents in the form of Community
Watches and the Feel Safe Scheme.
So far, seven parts of the North
Stonehouse area have set up or are
keen to start running their community
watches with street signs popping up
and ways for the community to come
together being planned now we are
coming out of lockdown.
These include:
• A plan to support the refurbished
community room underneath the flats at
Claremont Street, residents are deciding
how to set up a group that will hand out
relevant crime prevention information
as well as arrange events that enable the
community to enjoy the room and the

gardens together once more
• A new and very active Neighbourhood
Watch is already helping residents
around Victoria Park. Co-ordinated by
the fantastic Victoria Park Community
Project, street signs are up, welcome
packs out, and stickers being displayed
in residents’ homes
• Fledging schemes coming together
for residents in North Road West, King
Street flats, around Patna Park and
Adelaide Street
In addition, there’s lots of talk about
how various parts of the community
can enjoy the finer weather together
now with community watches as
something to discuss and shape whilst
meeting outside together after such a
long time.
Everyone who gets involved in the

new community watches will benefit
from being part of a recognised and
fully supported way for a group of
neighbours to come together, look out
for each other and make things happen
so that they can live in a friendlier and
safer place.
Together, they will also have a better
chance of being heard through a shared
and much louder voice, and by keeping
their eyes and ears open, using their
local knowledge and reporting anything
suspicious, they can also help to reduce
crime and the fear of crime within their
community.
It’s all about‘watching out’for each other,
and they can also ask for free support
for those they believe are vulnerable or
isolated within their communities and
could benefit from small works to help

them feel safer in their own homes via
the Stronger North Stonehouse Feel Safe
Scheme.
Since Christmas, 17 residents have
already been referred to the scheme and
had a range of small works undertaken at
their homes, including spy holes added
to their front doors and new safety chains,
door bolts and window locks fitted.
Referrals for help can come from
concerned neighbours, friends or family
members via the new community watch
coordinators or from the neighbourhood
police teams, local community groups,
churches, charities or social services.
All works are completed for free by
approved, insured contractors who also
care about looking after people and
finding ways to make sure they can feel
safer in their own homes.

Thriving feeds and seeds
Gin Farrow-Jones, part of the Seeds
n Feeds group, has created a garden
of flowers, plants and herbs near
Melbourne Cottages.
The aim of the community garden is to
make the area safe for people to access
and engage with, such as planning
communal activities and being able to

grow their own food. Gin was awarded
a small grant to buy a community
compost tumbler through the Sparks
Fund.
This should be in position soon; the offthe-ground stand makes them practical
for anyone to use, especially adults who
use mobility scooters.

Herbs and vegetables are springing up in the community flower and vegetable plot built near Melbourne Cottages

Previous copies of the Stronger North Stonehouse Journal available at www.stonehousevoice.org
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Blooming marvellous plans

Helen Moore of Inner City Seeds

Debbie from Elite Memorial Cleaning uses special chemicals to clean the
Wantage Gardens monument

Inner City Seeds has been very busy
thanks to the Stronger North Stonehouse
Sparks funding, writes Helen Moore.
This funding has allowed us to reach so
many people and provide the community
with fun activities to learn about growing
and keeping busy during Covid.
We have tools for the future to be able
to help create mini-gardens in the area;
all of the items we bought and projects
have longevity in mind, and we are very
grateful for this help along our journey.
We managed to stick to most of
our goals for the money despite the
lockdown. We brought hand tools to use
as a group for projects and a few larger
tools to allow us to make planters and
bird boxes in the future.
We also got outdoor paint for painting
the planters in Wantage Gardens to give
them extra weather protection.
We brought a lot of seeds, including
giant sunflower seeds for our beginners
gardening packs and soil for our project
with Fashion Fix so we can offer plants
out to the community for them to look
after and later plant up in the ‘Natural Dye
Garden being created at Snapdragons
Plymouth.
We didn’t manage to buy a gazebo
because the group felt we could borrow
one from Borrow Don’t Buy.

With the money we had, we brought a
community greenhouse for the Fashion
Fix seeds and created a North Stonehouse
wildflower hunt sheet and bought
Pollenize seeds to add to our gardening
packs for the local children. These were
very popular and have all gone!
We created and printed the map for the
Daffodil History Trail and have two walks
planned with historian Richard Fisher
when we can, so, and we got a trolley to
make it easier to transport our tools.
With the money we couldn’t spend
on in-person workshops, we decided
to overcome this by holding Inner City
Seeds coffee mornings and had special
guests come and talk on gardening
topics with the community.
We were also able to pay a graphic
designer living in North Stonehouse to
help design many of the posters and
worksheets we had created, including
the community poster to advertise that
we wanted to help clean up the flytipped areas.
We used the Stronger North
Stonehouse’s Community Sparks funding
to get specialised chemicals to help clean
the memorial in Wantage Gardens and
buy plants to help build a community
members planter.
We have been very busy!

Publicising the nature trail and popular seed packs from Pollenize

Search for us on Facebook to keep up to date or follow us on Twitter using @northstonehouse
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Green boxes make
a colourful art trail
A Community Sparks project to paint
Green Boxes has created an art trail
through the neighbourhood.
Jen and Tom Pointon were awarded
£3,000 to commission artists to paint up
to 30 Virgin Media internet boxes with a
piece of art.
Tom, a former BT regional director, said:
“There are more than 100 street furniture
items in Stonehouse, all covered in
tags and graffiti. We proposed to get a
different artist to mural a green box so,
with £3,000 of funding, we can have 30
green boxes transformed into beautiful
works of art.
“If we pick a green box on every road in
North Stonehouse, it will impact every
Street so everyone will feel positively

impacted, people can take pride in their
Street and not feel excluded.
“People travel from around the world
to visit Bristol for its street art, why
not create that street art culture for
Stonehouse.”
The pair, who are directors of Cliik,
hope to create a mural trail to see all the
artworks, which will increase footfall to
the area from across Plymouth, making
Stonehouse a safer place to live at the
same time.
Jen said: “We’re hoping that the art
brings the community closer together,
gets people making things, and changes
the district for the better.”
Keep an eye out for an artwork near
you!”
Artist Roisin Cunningham at work on her Green Box

Kev Davison

Mrs Murals

Kathy Wray

Nina Raines

Billy Finch

Dawn Louise Simms

Artists Jen and Tom Pointon who proposed the Green Box idea. Tom’s box is on the left
of the picture, and on the right is artist Sarah Trotter’s work in which she used UK and US
sign language to spell out heart-warming messages

Previous copies of the Stronger North Stonehouse Journal available at www.stonehousevoice.org
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Lights, cameras —
plenty of action
Thanks to Plymouth City Council’s
gargantuan effort, major infrastructure
work to install and improve CCTV and
street lighting in North Stonehouse has
been completed on time and on budget.
The lions share of the £546,000 grant
received by Stronger North Stonehouse
from the Government’s Safer Streets
fund has been spent on this project.
There’s strong evidence that burglary,
vehicle crime and antisocial behaviour
can be prevented by using tactics that
either remove opportunities to commit
crime or act as a deterrent by increasing
the chances of an offender being caught.
Things like good quality CCTV, improved
home security, Neighbourhood Watch
schemes, better street lighting, and more
advice on crime prevention stop these
crimes and make communities safer.
Lighting: North Stonehouse has
become the first city area to benefit
from a computer modelling survey to
assess the level of street lighting at
different times.
As a result, a so-called ‘dimming profile’
has been installed so that outside the
hours of normal high activity, both
pedestrian and vehicular, the amount of

energy the lights use is reduced.
While this leads to a minimal reduction
in the output of the lights themselves,
it leads to a reduction in the amount
and cost of energy, reduction in CO2
emissions and enhanced biodiversity.
About 400 street lights are now
‘dimmable’. Just as important, 40 black
spots now benefit from new lighting.
CCTV: Six brand new CCTV locations
were identified as hotspots. Eight new
cameras have now been installed and
two repositioned.
The list of new camera locations is:
• Three cameras in Victoria Park at key
entry and exit routes and one in Patna
Place;
• One additional camera at Ilbert St;
• One additional camera at King Street
opposite the chemist;
• Two cameras on Wyndham Lane (one
new, one repositioned);
• Two cameras on Anstis St (one new,
one re-positioned).
• One Rapid Deployment CCTV unit
that can be repositioned based on
intelligence.
• All now digital with better definition
and reliability.

Council workers setting up the CCTV at the junction of Wyndham Lane and Anstis Street

Sparks photography project will lead to Art Weekender exhibition
Artist and educator Jamie House with
over 20 years’ experience delivered a
successful pilot project with Leadworks
CIC, Photo Art Podcast, with assistance
from Michael Roberts.
This period allowed them to foster the
support of the local community to gain
momentum to keep this project going.
“We ran a fun and exciting programme
of community workshops where the
participants learnt photography lighting
techniques in portraiture a selection of
these images will be chosen for display
running up to and during Plymouth Art
Weekender,” said Jamie.
“We tackled ideas around ‘how the
world sees me’ and ‘how I see myself’
allowing us to highlight the creativity
and individuality of each of the
participants and showcase the resident’s
stories that they may not talk about,
giving everyone a voice of resilience and
hope.
“We set up a mini photo studio weekly
on site at Leadworks CIC and guided
the group remotely via ZOOM as they
photographed.
“The outcome will be an engaging
series of images which will be on display

on the streets where the people taking
part live.”
This project will continue hopefully
during the summer, adhering to any
restrictions still existing.
Anyone who would like to take part
in the next phase of the project, please
contact Jamie info@jamiehouse.co.uk

Two images from the programme that will be on show at the Plymouth Art Weekender later this year

Search for us on Facebook to keep up to date or follow us on Twitter using @northstonehouse
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Sparks funding made a difference

The Snapdragon’s site in Victoria Park near Richard Deacon’s towering steel sculpture

The £3,000 Community Sparks grant
Snapdragons received from Stronger
North Stonehouse made an incredible
difference to our project in Victoria Park,
writes Laura Roberts.
Not only have we bought in muchneeded resources to carry out our project,
but we’ve worked collaboratively with
Tess from Generous Earth and Barbara
from Fashion Fix.
The number of volunteers coming
on to the site has increased, the local
community’s interest has piqued, and
the rising Spring energy seems to have
led to a burst of activity.
We’ve managed to install solar lighting
along the boundary line meeting
the park and along the path leading
between our two boundaries.
Working carefully to ensure we’re
not negatively affecting local wildlife
or hurting people’s eyes as they walk
through the park, the lights seem to
have been received very positively.
We held our first evening Red Tent
event this week with six local women,
and some mentioned how great it was
to have that light on site.

After discussions with Nick Purdew from
the Devon Wildlife Trust, we’ve ordered
some native hedgerow seed mix packets.
We’ve also been able to purchase a range
of perennial pollinator-friendly plants
after discussions with Barbara. These will
be planted along the hedge bank and
boundary area, prettifying the area along
with the yarn bombing.
At our Plymouth Red Tent Volunteer
Work Day, several women started the
yarn bombing, creating pictures and
‘windows’ on the V-mesh fence. All
the yarn used is natural fibre yarn, in
line with our environmentally friendly,
sustainable ethos.
We’ve also been able to use some of
the funds to buy in necessary items for
hosting volunteer events to carry out
the work.
We quickly found that if we were
running sessions on-site, we had to buy
in certain things (especially regarding
Covid guidance), and it was beneficial to
have this money to enable us to do this.
The Community Sparks grant has been
a real game-changer for us, bringing
awareness and positivity to the project.

Strong start for
Generous Earth

Tess Wilmot at the Fertile Earth composting depot with Gia Daprano, a Snapdragon’s
co-founder, and Mosi

Food Plymouth’s Generous Earth
community composting and earth
repair project, led by Tess Wilmot, has
got off to a fabulous start and with
additional funding from Stronger North
Stonehouse has been able to work with
Snapdragons in Victoria Park on the
Fertile Edges initiative.
Over six weeks in February and March,
an interactive zone of activity has
been created along the fence between
Victoria Park and Snapdragons. This has
included setting up a working display
of composting solutions and receiving
a wide range of materials to add to the
burgeoning compost heaps!
Some of the garden waste was
collected with the Snapdragons cargo
bike from residents who were unable to
bring it to the site.
Collaborating with the Snapdragons
team and local innovators Gin, of Seed
N Feeds, Helen, from Inner City Seeds,
has been creating many benefits,
including some on-line events to inspire
local residents with creative ideas for
composting in small spaces. One of

the results has been to bring together a
band of composting enthusiasts sharing
tips and resources.
In addition to the Stronger North
Stonehouse funding, the project has
benefited through many ‘in-kind’
contributions, including the re-homing
of compost worms and a variety of
composting equipment. A wide variety
of plants and seeds have been shared
and swapped. Numerous passers-by
have taken away seeds which they
are growing at home, some of which
they will bring back later to plant at
Snapdragons.
Commenting on the collaboration,
Laura Roberts from Snapdragons, said:
“Working with Tess on the Fertile Edges
(Generous Earth) project has been so
beneficial to our wider project. Not only
are we benefiting from Tess’s expertise,
but we are getting so much more
interaction with the local community.”
From tiny acorns mighty oaks grow!
For more information contact Tess at
digfordevonport@hotmail.co.uk
or
come to Snapdragons on Fridays 2–4pm.

Previous copies of the Stronger North Stonehouse Journal available at www.stonehousevoice.org
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Prevention
better than
crime

Above; the Swap Stall at Snapdragon’s where people exchange what they’ve grown. Below; the Woodland school where children will
have outdoor lessons on the natural world

The crime prevention training
delivered in support of the Stronger
North Stonehouse project was part of
the Home Office Safer Streets initiative.
Three courses were delivered using
Microsoft Teams due to the impact
of the pandemic and restrictions on
meeting face to face.
Each course ran over four evenings
commencing at 4pm until 6pm and the
content within each course included:
• Crime and its impact on victims
and the vulnerable;
• Basic problem-solving methods;
• The 10 principles of crime
prevention;
• Principles of security surveying;
• Security products for the home.
Feedback from the 32 people who
registered to attend was all positive
with no issues raised other than it
might have proved more beneficial if
‘face to face’ delivery could have been
achieved.
The intention of the crime prevention
training was to improve people’s
knowledge and understanding of the
benefits of crime prevention.
Bob Bunney, who delivered the
training on behalf of Devon and
Cornwall Police, said: “Our expectation
is that people within communities will
not only have a better understanding
of how to prevent crime but also
engage with neighbourhood police
teams and local leaders to bring
people together to do more for the
places where they live, work and
socialise.
“If a crime happens, we recommend
you report it to the police. To protect
people and property the police needs
to know what crime is occurring as
well as where, why, and when.
“Good prevention is based on
knowledge and communities are
encouraged to work with and connect
with their local neighbourhood
policing teams.”
To find out more about the
Stonehouse police team go to: https://
www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/yourarea/teams/Stonehouse/Overview

Search for us on Facebook to keep up to date or follow us on Twitter using @northstonehouse
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Wandering and wondering
Community Sparks project
lights up the neighbourhood
If you were wandering along the streets
recently and wondering why there were
so many brightly decorated windows it
was Stonehouse Window Wanderland a community walk, where Stonehouse
residents dressed up their windows and
then dressed up on the weekend to look
at them.
They didn’t disappoint, even during
Lockdown where meeting face to face
was very restricted 47 windows were
decorated from Adelaide Street to
Admiralty Street with lots in-between.
Schools, cafés, flats, homes, all took part
and over the weekend it built at quite a
pace.
The weekend fell on the Spring Equinox
and International Day of Happiness and
these themes were reflected in many
of the window designs with many
incorporating sun motifs and thoughts
on happiness. It was lovely to read or
see images of what made people happy
ranging from birds, daffodils, sailing and
Ocean Sea swimming.
St George’s Primary stated simply “we
are happy”, and the Foyer group offered a
thought provoking “everyone should be
happy”.
The event was funded through the
Stronger North Stonehouse project and
aimed to make people feel safe to walk

around the local neighbourhood.
A map was produced on the Window
Wanderland site that grew and families
planned cycle rides and walks to visit the
windows. Snacks and stops were needed
as it was a good two miles round trip.
The Organisers, Plymouth Scrapstore,
received a grant of £3,000 from Stronger
North Stonehouse Community Sparks
fund and this was used to provide 100
art bags for local families, made up of
coloured tissue paper and the rest was
recycled materials.
Claire Harris, from the Scrapstore, said:
“The event included a treasure hunt game
of Where’s Wheelie, five bespoke wheelie
characters from the Sustrans team, were
placed in some of the windows and the
children searched for them. This proved
popular and we had a few photos sent in
with families searching for them. Sustrans
provided five scooter prizes for their
project schools.
“On a personal note during the run up to
this my father in law became ill and then
contracted Covid which was very sad and
difficult, he sadly passed but connecting
and receiving such lovely feedback really
cheered me up and no doubt cheered
other. We have received lots of “thank
you” messages and the main question
has been when the next one is?”

Some of the amazing window displays in
Admiralty Street (upper right), Adelaide
Street (above), the Scrapstore (right), and
one by a knitting enthusiast (far right)

Previous copies of the Stronger North Stonehouse Journal available at www.stonehousevoice.org
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Left; Helen Williams of Matter in Motion who successfully passed the course with Darren Stoneman from Plymouth City Council share a moment with Make Amends Senior Practitioner
Charlotta Gare. Pictured below is Service Co-ordinator Aisa Withey, left.

Restorative Justice course success
The first quarter of 2021 has undoubtedly
kept the Make Amends team busy!
They have trained 43 enthusiastic
Stonehouse residents and those working
in local projects in restorative justice
approaches and skills.
January and February saw the delivery of
two online restorative justice champions
courses, which equipped 32 people in
being able to champion restorative work
in Stonehouse and know how to make
referrals to Make Amends for further
support.
The last day of March then saw 11 others
pass their three-day restorative justice
facilitator training course now enabling
them to participate in restorative
conversations and meetings.
Many of those who completed the
training are applying to become
volunteers with Make Amends.
The final course being facilitated in April
is ‘Working Restoratively with Young
People’.
Soo Brizell, service manager at Make
Amends, said: “We provide restorative
justice services across Devon and
Cornwall, but it has been really interesting
to support Stronger North Stonehouse
and to give a real geographical focus to
our work.
“Restorative justice is a safe and

voluntary process which brings those
who have been affected by crime into
communication with those responsible
to help everyone move forward from
what has happened.”
To find out more about Make Amends
and Restorative Justice visit: www.
shekinah.co.uk/restorative-justice
What the participants said about the
course
“The training provided by Make
Amends has been such an eye-opener. It’s
delivered in an exceptionally engaging
manner and is thoroughly enjoyable yet
educational. I look forward to putting my
new knowledge and skills into practice in
future restorative work.”
“Before I started the training, I thought
I knew a lot about Restorative Justice.
Now, after the training I know that my
knowledge was based on assumptions. I
am really pleased I have attended, and I am
very impressed with the way the training
was delivered. I appreciate that is not easy
to do it online.”
“I am so pleased to have discovered
Restorative Justice, it’s approaches and
principles. I’m looking forward to training
further to become a volunteer, but to
apply what I have learnt within my family
life and local community.”

Search for us on Facebook to keep up to date or follow us on Twitter using @northstonehouse
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Follow our historic trail
The Stonehouse Heritage trail has been
expanded to include 14 more stories and
visuals for North Stonehouse.
Cliik commissioned local historian
Richard Fisher to design and write
the plaques as part of enhancing
signposting and way-marking through
the neighbourhood.
The designs replicated those already
undertaken more than 10 years ago and
this time were produced by Bridport
Foundry.
The trail has already attracted a lot
of attention and the bronze plaques
lend themselves to doing wax rubbings
onto paper, something that families are
starting to ask about.
Cliik hopes to produce a map to share
the expanded heritage trail and include
the contemporary mural artworks in the
area.
Matthew Pontin, from Cliik, who
supported Richard to develop the new
series of plaques said: “Since I moved to
the area in 2010 I wondered why we had
an incomplete history trail and the SNS
support was an amazing opportunity to
add to what is a really enjoyable set of
plaques.
“Spotting them while out walking
was something me and my children
enjoyed back then so we’re hoping these
new additions will bring a lot of fun
and help everyone better understand
Stonehouse’s amazing history.”

Some of the new history signs produced by Richard Fisher, including the Stonehouse Toll Gate, JWM Turner’s sketches, ‘No Place’ House,
the Monster Skating Rink, Wyndham Hall, and Convent of Notre Dame. Flameworks helped install the plaques.

Previous copies of the Stronger North Stonehouse Journal available at www.stonehousevoice.org
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Pointing the way
with historic signs
Elegant finger signs now point the way
to North Stonehouse amenities. Made by
local firm Flameworks, they complement
the architecture of the Conservation Area
and show the way to parks and other
places of community interest and use.
Cliik co-director Matt Pontin said: “Cliik
was interested in increasing footfall
in the area and a key anti-burglary
concept is about having more people,
and more eyes and ears, out and about
in the community. We’ve seen the graffiti
cleared up and murals put in their place,
which makes the areas more welcoming,
and people take pride that it was the
work of locals.”
Cliik’s long-term aim is to see less traffic
on the streets and better pedestrian and
cycling routes across the community. The
group promotes everything that helps to
encourage walking as a healthy option.

Photography project
captures the district
Fotonow was awarded a Community
Sparks grant to commission local
photographer Zuleika Fray to work
with North Stonehouse residents on a
community photo project to rewrite this
much-loved area’s narrative.
All of the work featured as part of the
We Live Here project was made during
what the most recent lockdown.
“What has united many is the new
sense of community and togetherness
across the city,” said Emma Winslet from
Fotonow.
“Looking out for your neighbour and
redefining what it is to feel connected in

a time when so many are kept apart.
“Plymouth and Stonehouse have a
vibrant and creative community, with a
lot to give.”
Fotonow hopes this project is the first of
many and looks forward to what the year
ahead brings for North Stonehouse.
The exhibition is on show in the window
of The Talk Shop in Stonehouse, with a
photozine currently in print.
Pictured below and right are two of the
photographs in the exhibition; the one of
the right is taken by Dean and features
Zuleika standing with her bike in Wyndham
Square

Search for us on Facebook to keep up to date or follow us on Twitter using @northstonehouse
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Sgt. Brad Odee, and Pc Deboarah Hart (left) and PC Sam Blake-Valerio meet the Mini-Police at the Cathedral School

‘Mini-Police’ at Cathedral school
Building good relationships between
the police and the community has been
one of the key aims of Stronger North
Stonehouse – and a great place to start is
with schoolchildren.
Last week the Cathedral School of St
Mary became one of the first in Plymouth
to implement the Devon and Cornwall
Police’s Mini-Police Scheme and Stronger
North Stonehouse has been happy
to support the project by purchasing
resources such as the parking buddies
(which can be seen in the photographs).
The police piloted the scheme in early
2020 but it was put on hold due to the
pandemic.
The scheme was so successful it was
decided to roll it out in 2021 and the
force has now invested in six youth
engagement officers who will be
delivering mini-police in primary schools
across the two counties.
In Plymouth there are 60 schools and so
far Mini-Police has been delivered in four
– Cathedral School being latest.
The scheme is suited for 20-25 pupils
who go through a six week programme
covering
issues
ranging
from
internet safety, antisocial behaviour,
environmental issues and developing
community safety messages which are
tailored to their local areas.
PC Deborah Hart, the police youth
engagement officer for Plymouth, said:
“Their biggest feedback is the trust
you gain. When you first engage young
people, it does take some time to buildup that trust.
“I found that over the six week period
of the programme you can feel the trust
growing together with their confidence.
“We found that particularly on week
four when we deliver a social action
community message. Today we have
been onto the streets around the school
talking about antisocial behaviour,

keeping people safe and safer parking.
“The mini police officers have been able
to engage with the community, to share
their experience and what they have
learnt about consequences to offenders
and victims.
“So, for me the biggest feedback from
them is that they have built trust in the
police force, they have built a relationship
with myself and they are able to share
their experience with their peers in
school and the community.”
PC Hart says that parents have noticed a
change in their children too.
“Parents say they have noticed that
their children’s confidence has grown
and along with the head teacher they
have felt it has been a very rewarding

programme,” she said.
“Some children have even told parents
they want to go on and join the police
force as a result of it which is really
tremendous feedback.”
Mark Dawson, head teacher at the
Cathedral School, said: “This scheme
has brilliant for our children to form a
stronger link with the community and
the police themselves. They have really
enjoyed having an actual police officer
coming in and working with them.
“For us it’s about making sure we can
give back to the community and that our
surroundings are as safe as they can be.
“There are 32 children taking part in
the Mini-Police here. This is the first
group to go through the scheme and

they have got so much out of it. They are
out there in the community with police
officers trying to raise awareness of how
important it is to keep ourselves safe.
“The feedback we have had from the
children is incredibly positive and from
the staff too, so it is definitely something
we want to continue in future years.
“It is hugely important for the police
to be having this kind of positive
involvement with families.
“For us it’s about making sure that the
police are seen as the good guys and
having those good relationships not
just with the children but their parents
who can talk together positively about
the work that have been doing with our
school.”

PCSO Katie Fleming gets ready to take to the streets with the Mini-Police
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