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Designer Joe Meldrum and sign writer and artist Camilla Rose in front of the new  mural 
they are producing in Patna Park as part of the Stronger North Stonehouse initiative
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How to make a difference 
in North Stonehouse

Read about the Wantage 
Gardens initiative—Page 5

A big hello to the people of North 
Stonehouse and welcome to the first 
in a series of publications designed 
specifically for our community and 
compiled with the help of our residents.

You may have heard about the 
Government’s £25 million Safer Streets 
initiative and that North Stonehouse is 
one of just a few communities in the UK 
to receive more than £500,000 from the 
Home Office for the project.

Great news, right?  But what exactly is 
Safer Streets?  And how will we in North 
Stonehouse benefit?  Well, that’s what 
the Stronger North Stonehouse Journal 
is here to explain.

We know that North Stonehouse has a 
vibrant and close-knit community with 
many wonderful people working hard 
to make a huge difference.  But, at the 
same  time, we will have all read negative 
headlines about the area in recent years 
and some of us may also be aware of the 
problem of drugs.

To put that into context, North 
Stonehouse historically witnesses 
the highest residential crime rates in 
Plymouth for acquisitive crime, violent 
crime, anti-social behaviour and crimes

Continued on Page Three >
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Get a grant of up to £250 to brighten your street — see Page 5

A new champion for the neighbourhood
North Stonehouse, a neighbourhood 
sometimes spoken about as the 
‘forgotten streets,’ has a new champion, 
Cliik Community.

Registered in September as a charitable 
community benefit society, it has the 
bold ambition to make the area a place 
to enjoy a good quality of life, have 
improved life chances, health and 
financial stability.

The founders are Arnet Donkin, Gin 
Farrow-Jones, Mathew Pontin, Dean 
Bowles, Jen, and Tom Pointon, all local, 
who want North Stonehouse to be an 
area where families feel safe to bring up 
their children with easy access to good 
schools, childcare, and play facilities.

They say they want it to be “a place 
where people know their neighbours and 
actively contribute to making the area a 
vibrant, creative and diverse community.”

The group has spent several years 
talking to the community. Many 
conversations are repeated: people have 
warm memories of North Stonehouse, 

but these are being spoiled by anti-social 
behaviour and issues such as litter and 
fly-tipping in the back lanes.

These sometimes outweigh the 
proximity to the city centre and the 
waterfront along with the rich heritage 
of the conservation area with St Peters 
Church and the Cathedral Church of St 
Mary and St Boniface at its heart.

Cliik decided to do something about this 
and formed the resident-led cooperative 
which works in four key areas: creating 
safe spaces for people to meet; providing 
sustainable and affordable housing for 
families and young couples; providing 
services for a healthy and safe lifestyle, 
and creating opportunities for people to 
gain financial independence.

Cliik Community has been working with 
Devon and Cornwall Police and Plymouth 
City Council on the Stronger Stonehouse 
project. Alison Hernandez, Police and 
Crime Commissioner for Devon and 
Cornwall, visited and was delighted to 
see a locally-led organisation taking the 

initiative to make positive change. 
She said: “Cliik is leading the charge for a 

Stronger Stonehouse ensuring everyone 
will be intolerant to crime and disorder, 
making it feel safer for everyone. Their 
local understanding, connections, and 
care will in no doubt form the success of 
this work.”

Cliik say this is only the beginning, with 
conversations  taking  place  with  Plymouth 

Meet the team who are working for you
You might have already seen us 
wandering around the neighbourhood 
over the last few months. 

Hopefully, our smiles give us away as a 
friendly team who are simply trying to 
find how we can make the project work 
for everyone across North Stonehouse.

Once Covid-19 restrictions lift, we aim 
to be back on the streets saying hello 
and seeing what kind of community 
initiatives are already in existence and 
what we can help to organise or even 
fund. 

Here’s an introduction so you know 
who we are: 

Jules Fairman – Jules works for 
Devon and Cornwall Community Watch 
Association, which is the umbrella 
organisation for all community watches 
in Devon and Cornwall. 

She currently helps schemes that 
support over 65,000 households across 
the two counties, and what she really 
loves about North Stonehouse is what 
makes it so unique; it is amazing mix 
of different people, different areas and 
different ideas. 

She’s here to explain how community 
watches can give residents a united 
voice, can bring together people who 
care and are proud about where they 
live, and who want to take back their 
community for the benefit of all. 

Graeme Kirkup – Graeme might be a 
Geordie by birth, but he’s lived in the city 
for 34 years and calls it home. For 30 years, 

he served as a police officer all within the 
Plymouth area, covering various roles 
but particularly loved his six years as a 
youth officer working with many schools, 
including Pilgrim and Cathedral primary 
schools and St Dunstan’s  Abbey School 
within Millfields. 

During the last 10 years of his career, he 
also worked as a diversity officer working 
with many different communities 
supporting victims of hate crime. 

Graeme, currently employed as a 
community engagement worker for 
the OPCC, is aware of the wider North 
Stonehouse area not just from policing 
the area and through his school links, but 
by also playing football over the years in 
Victoria Park. 

Kev Sproston – Kev is chair of Keyham 
Neighbourhood Watch which is one of 
the city’s most popular community watch 
schemes. He is a serving member of the 

Royal Navy with a passion for community 
projects. Well known across the city for 
business and community engagement, 
Kev brings a ground level approach to 
helping groups bring their projects alive 
and is already working with a collection 
of new groups that the Stronger North 
Stonehouse project has inspired.

If you see us about, do say hello. We’re 
really keen to hear what you think about 
your area and ideas you might have for 
making it a friendlier and safer place to 
live.

If it were not for dreaded Coronavirus, 
the Stronger North Stonehouse team 
would be regularly out and about on the 
streets of the area, finding out what your 
issues are and trying to help you find 
solutions.

But in a COVID secure world, public 
engagement is challenging, and we will 
have to wait until we have the green light 

to come and meet you all face to face.
But that doesn’t mean we don’t want 

to hear from you and that we aren’t 
listening.

And in some way, COVID will require a 
return to more traditional methods of 
getting messages to you while at the 
same time encouraging you to join in the 
conversation online.

This edition of the Journal is the first of 
five we have planned, which will either 
come through your letterbox or that you 
will be able to pick up in shops. In each 
edition, you will discover what we are 
planning, what has happened, and what 
progress we have made.

We have set up dedicated accounts 
for Facebook – search and like Stronger 
North Stonehouse -  and Twitter, where 
you can follow us @northstonehouse. 

At times, we will use direct mail to tell 
you how to access prevention advice and 
other community support.

We also plan to put up new noticeboards 
around the area, which can be used by 
the community to advertise what is 
going on.

When we can, we will visit schools and 
local businesses and shops to let you 
know how you can benefit from the 
project.

And as soon as is safe, we will undertake 
walkabouts with the Police and Crime 
Commissioner Alison Hernandez, 
councillors and others so you can have 
access to your locally elected politicians.

Jules Fairman Graeme  Kirkup Kev Sproston

City Council about developments in the 
parks, engaging with local businesses 
and other organisations about how to 
bring change through collective activity, 
North Stonehouse could, at last, have the 
opportunity to see some lasting change. 

Ultimately, all residents can be members 
of Cliik and influence the conversations  
and decisions—the more diverse voices 
heard, the better.

Alison Hernandez with members of Cliik at the Talk Shop.



> Continued from Page One 
related to instances of substance misuse.

The three-year average burglary rate 
is four times higher than the average 
for Devon and Cornwall and three times 
higher than the average for Plymouth.

But this new project, Stronger North 
Stonehouse, is designed to help drive 
out crime such as burglaries, vehicle 
thefts and robberies – which are often 

drug-related – and in doing so improve 
the area’s reputation.

There’s strong evidence that crimes like 
these, known as acquisitive offences, 
can be prevented by tactics that either 
remove opportunities to commit crime 
or act as a deterrent by increasing the 
chances of an offender being caught.

Things like good quality CCTV, improved 
home security, Neighbourhood Watch 

schemes, better street lighting and more 
advice on crime prevention are proved 
to help stop these acquisitive crimes and 
make communities safer in the process.

Safer North Stonehouse plans to 
introduce all of these things and more.  
Our ‘Feel Safe Scheme’ will help residents 
carry out small repairs to their properties, 
such as fitting stronger locks and other 
security devices.

There will also be community-led 
projects such as graffiti clean-up schemes 
and improvements to the public spaces 
including Victoria Park, Patna Place and 
Neswick Park.

No one knows North Stonehouse better 
than its community, so if you have any 
other ideas you think could help, please 
get in touch. 

Our community sparks fund will award 
small grants to support your ideas 
on how prevent crime and make our 
community safer.  

All the details you need to get involved 
are right here in the pages of this 
Stronger North Stonehouse Journal.

Alison Hernandez, Police and Crime 
Commissioner for Devon, Cornwall 
and the Isles of Scilly, said it was vital 
that North Stonehouse had a practical 
investment of this type.

Commissioner Hernandez said: “The 
bid for this Safer Streets money came 
about after a tremendous effort from 
partners and local residents and it’s paid 
off – literally!

“The local community has worked 
extremely hard with neighbourhood 
police teams to make significant 
improvements in recent months. This 
funding will give us the means to really 
improve lives and prospects and show 

that we take crime seriously.
“We will be by our community’s side to 

ensure that this area is not neglected by 
any of us who can help.”

Plymouth City Councillor Sally 
Haydon, a Labour member who leads 
on community safety, says the project 
is a fantastic example of different 
organisations working together for a 
common goal.

Cllr Haydon said: “This project is most 
welcome.  We have really listened to the 
residents of North Stonehouse and we 
are taking their concerns seriously.

“We want to make them feel safe in 
their community and I truly believe these 
initiatives - particularly the street lights 
and CCTV cameras - will increase the 
sense of safety and security.

“North Stonehouse is a deprived area 
that has suffered with reputational issues 
in the past, but I am certain this project is 
going to help change that.  This is a great 
opportunity to make a huge difference 
to many people’s lives.”

The Stronger North Stonehouse Project 
is the result of close partnership working 
between local residents, the Office of 
the Police and Crime Commissioner, the 
neighbourhood police team in Plymouth, 
Plymouth City Council and the Plymouth 
Community Safety Partnership, Safer 
Plymouth.

Safer Streets 
scheme will 
improve lives 
and prospects
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Is there a site in North Stonehouse that you have seen frequently targeted with 
graffiti like the wall shown in the image above? The Stronger North Stonehouse 
project is planning on cleaning up the area and creating artworks on sites targeted 
by taggers in North Stonehouse. Cliik would  like to hear from anyone keen to be 
involved or your nominations for walls that need some TLC.

Alison Hernandez, Police and Crime 
Commissioner for Devon and Cornwall

Anti-social behaviour targeted in new initiative

Groups can claim up to £3,000 for projects — see Page 5

Is there a North Stonehouse site you would like cleaning up? Keep up to date by 
searching for us on  

Facebook or follow us on 
Twitter  using 

@northstonehouse

Cllr. Sally Haydon, Cabinet Member for 
Customer Focus and Community Safety
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Do you care about what goes on in your 
community? Are you fed up with not 
being heard or feel your opinion doesn’t 
matter? More importantly, do you want 
to see North Stonehouse become a much 
safer, friendlier, and stronger place which 
embraces everyone who lives in the area? 
If so, here’s your chance to get involved.

In addition to the infrastructure works 
being introduced over the coming 
months, including new CCTV and 
improved street lighting for the area, the 
way the community itself can achieve 
even more longer lasting benefits from 
the Stronger North Stonehouse project 
is to consider forming a community 
watch group.

Created through a network of local 
area co-ordinators, community watches 
are a way of bringing together people 
who care, are proud about where they 
live, and who want to take back their 
community for the benefit of all.

Over the years, Zita Moyse, the founder 
and now retired chair of North Road West 
Area Residents’ Association, Patna Green 
Group and Friends of Victoria Park, and 

still the area’s tree warden, knows only 
too well the benefits that can be gained 
from the community working together. 
She says: “We all live in the same vicinity, 
and hope most have an interest in the 
community they live in.  

 “Since 1986, the NRWARA has worked 
hard, and it shows with the park and dog 
walking area, five a side football area, 
the safe fenced-in play area for younger 
children and the introduction of the 
city’s first residents’ parking zone area. 

“This group also set up The Friends of 
Victoria Park and put a lot of work into 
that over the years, including the annual 
fun days and dog shows between 1989 
and 2004. Now we can build on all the 
work already done with a group of 
residents working together. 

“A strong community watch group 
could complete even more by working 
together, and a community working 
together can achieve so much when they 
are genuinely working together! I hope 
this makes you want to get involved in 
this new Stronger North Stonehouse 
community project.” 

Finding ways to reduce crime and 
overcome the fear of crime can also be part 
of such a group’s focus, with areas setting 
up their own Neighbourhood Watch 
scheme and supporting residents to keep 
their eyes and ears open, use their local 
knowledge, report anything suspicious to 
the police, and most importantly, looking 
out for each other.

Community watches don’t have to 
concentrate on crime prevention purely. 
They also provide the chance for all parts 
of a community to engage with each 
other and find a united voice, as well as 
focus efforts on community  assistance 
and engagement projects such as 
looking at disability needs in the area, 
fundraising for new play equipment, 
or even providing care and support for 
the more vulnerable members of the 
community. 

Sadly, the number of vulnerable and 
lonely people is escalating, especially 
across the UK, and since COVID, the 
number of domestic abuse cases is also 
rising. 

Plymouth is no exception; however, 
once the community watch network 
of co-ordinators is in place, North 

Stonehouse will have access to its very 
own Feel Safe Scheme which aims to 
make people feel safer in their own 
homes and will especially help residents 
who have become or are at risk of 
becoming a victim of a crime and anti-
social behaviour. 

Run by the community watch co-
ordinators, anyone in the North 
Stonehouse area will be able to make 
referrals for works to be done to a 
person’s property if they feel they are in 
need of help and support. 

This could be anything from cutting back 
an overgrown hedge, mending a gate, 
fence, or path, through to the installation 
of a security light, door chain, spy hole, 
window lock, a strong bolt on a gate, or 
even changing locks. Although mainly 
small works, these can often be all it takes 
to help restore a person’s confidence and 
bring them peace of mind. 

Some residents may also need more 
sophisticated security systems installed, 
such as CCTV, which will be left in place 

for as long as they are required to make 
them feel safer. All work is undertaken 
free of charge, and equipment will 
be paid for through the Safer Streets 
project, organised by the community 
watch team and using a group of trusted 
and insured contractors. 

Referrals will also be invited from GPs,  
social services, the police, church groups, 
and charity groups. Irrespective of where 
the referral comes from, however, the 
request for help will always be managed 
by the community on behalf of the 
community as part of the Stronger North 
Stonehouse project. 

As the Stronger North Stonehouse 
project gathers pace, anyone who would 
like to get involved in helping to get the 
community watch or Feel Safe Scheme up 
and running or knows of someone who 
could benefit from its help should email 
hello@strongernorthstonehouse.co.uk.
Once the Stronger North Stonehouse 
Community Watch is in place, all referrals 
will go directly to them.

A Community Watch Group can help vulnerable people overcome the fear of crime.

Community watch groups 
protect you and your home

Bringing art and colour to Stonehouse parks — see Page 7

In addition to the Stronger North 
Stonehouse sparks fund for larger 
community initiatives, the Community 
Watch grant scheme is open to groups 
looking for smaller funding support to 
enable them to get their projects up and 
running.
Already, the new Inner City Seeds 
gardening group has applied for monies 
to pay for soil and plants for their new 
community gardening activities, and 
other community groups are invited to 
submit their ideas and wish lists.
If you have a project in mind and just 
need a kick-start up to the value of 
£75 to help you make things happen, 
contact Jules Fairman at  hello@
strongernorthstonehouse.co.uk.
Each project will be quickly assessed 
by the Stronger North Stonehouse 
community engagement team to enable 
projects to happen faster, and once the 
money is gone, it’s all gone.

New community 
watch grant scheme
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A community sparks fund has been set up 
aimed at helping people feel safe in their 
community. The fund will provide small 
grants to individuals and organisations 
based in North Stonehouse which will 
enable them to take local action by 
organising their own activities and 
projects. The Stronger North Stonehouse 
Sparks Fund will be administered by 
Nudge Community Builders with a 
simple process of applying to make it 
easy and accessible for a broad range of 
people in the community.

It is hoped many people will be able to get 
involved and to make that small difference 
in the streets and neighbourhood where 
they live. For example, there are local 
people who give their time and energy 
looking after a planter in public space 
close to their home. Perhaps they need 
some new gardening tools, some plants 
or some compost to help them in what 
they are doing. 

Meanwhile in Patna Park, a group of 
parents spoke enthusiastically about 
a family who regularly takes the time 

It’s easy to apply for a 
community sparks grant

to look after a planter in the park. This 
couple also regularly pick up broken 
bottles and litter from the park in their 
effort to make the park a safe place for 
children to play in. 

There are other stories of individuals 
who will regularly walk the streets with 
a bag and litter picker to clean up other 
people’s rubbish. These are the unsung 
heroes of local communities, just a few 
examples of ordinary people who quietly 
do things to make their neighbourhood 
a safer, better place for everybody. 

The Stronger North Stonehouse sparks 
fund is there to help these people and 
anyone else who wants to do something 
that will make our lives here feel safer 
and happier.

What sort of projects will the sparks fund 
support?
The community sparks fund will support 
small initiatives to tidy up and maintain 
a street flower planter, ideas to enhance 
an area which will deter anti-social 
behaviour and make a space more 

‘friendly’ and safe for local residents.
There are many possibilities open, all 

that is required is that the project can 
demonstrate a positive impact on the local 
neighbourhood in ways which help people 
feel safe, feel a greater sense of belonging 
and involvement in their neighbourhood.

How can I get a sparks fund grant? 
People will have the opportunity to apply 
for Sparks Funding at one of two levels - 

Small sparks - small-scale projects 
requiring up to £250. These projects are 
likely to involve a small number of people, 
maybe a couple of local residents who 
want to do something close to home to 
improve the street that they live on.

Big Sparks - Larger-scale projects 
requiring up to £3,000 and these projects 
are likely to involve more people, to bring 
people together within a neighbourhood 
and spark a longer-lasting legacy of 
collaborating together to continue the 
momentum of positive change.

The application process will not be 
onerous. Bids should be written in no 

more than 500 words or recorded in a 
three-minute video setting out what you 
want to do and why it is important to 
North Stonehouse.

Applications will be assessed by 
members of the Safer Stonehouse Board 
and will be awarded on the merit of the 
potential impact that they will make in 
the North Stonehouse community.

The deadline for applications will be 
15 January 2021. The project must take 
place within the designated area for Safer 
North Stonehouse and be completed by 
31 March 2021.

Sparks fund applications for projects 
that will have a positive impact on the 
area immediately adjacent to the areas 
between Union Street and the project 
area will also be considered where they 
can demonstrate that the impact will 
have a positive benefit to the overall 
aims of the North Stonehouse bid in 
reducing crime and the fear of crime in 
the project area. 

For more details email: hello@
strongernorthstonehouse.co.uk

“I’m Robert Machin and I’ve been living 
in Stonehouse on and off for 40 years. 
Around 25 years ago, my mother showed 
me the Wantage Gardens site and since 
then, every Remembrance Day I have 
placed a wreath or laid some flowers at 
the memorial. In 2017 I decided to try 
to get more people involved and since 
then I’ve managed to get interest from 
the Royal Navy, Plymouth Live and last 
year ITV televised the Remembrance Day 
event at the gardens.
In November, I again advertised Wantage 
Gardens on social media and managed 
to gain interest from Stronger North 
Stonehouse and Inner City Seeds. This 
added support has been fantastic with 
the help of Helen Moore, Graeme Kirkup 
and Kevin Sproston. We have now made 
a lot of progress in highlighting the 
profile of the site and also made some 
improvements to the area.
Despite being seemingly on my own 
after all these years, it’s very encouraging 
to have people now working with me to 
make sure that the gardens are looked 
after, promoted and advertised to make 

sure everyone knows where the gardens 
are and what they are there for. With the 
help of the above-mentioned people, we 
now have seeds planted (poppies and 
daffodils) and also have four planters 
made for us which we will be filling 
with plants this week. We have also just 
received a donation from a lady for £100. 
The lady lives locally, and I only know of 
her as Rosemary.  A big thank you to Mike 
Vosper for making the planters also.
There is now a Facebook page dedicated 
to Wantage Gardens, (Friends of Wantage 
Gardens). My aim is to attract as many 
people as possible to join us in making 
the gardens as popular as possible and to 
also take part in keeping the area clean 
and tidy. In the spring when the newly 
planted bulbs and seeds start to flower, 
along with the planters the area will have 
a whole new outlook to it. Hopefully 
encouraging people to take more 
interest in the area and its history.
Anyone who wants to join us can find 
us on Facebook or email me at maych@
gmx.com and I will provide you with any 
information you require.”

MY STORY Remembering our Stonehouse history 

Robert, third from the left, and volunteers at the Wantage Gardens site on 
Remembrance Day in November this year.

Nudge’s HQ at the Clipper, Union Street

Learn to be safe with a two-day virtual training course — see Back Page
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Would you like to run a Community Watch or Feel Safe scheme — see Page 4

A mixture of improved street lighting and 
closed-circuit television has a positive 
effect on reducing crime such as burglary 
and theft and is a proven way of dealing 
with crime and disorder problems.

It means offenders are less likely to 
use an area if they feel they are being 
watched and, therefore, more likely to be 
recognised and identified.

It also encourages more people to use 
public spaces, increasing the number of 
potential witnesses to any offence.

Improving how a public area is lit shows 
investment in the community, increases 
community pride, and encourages 
communities to take more control of the 
place where they live.

It helps a community to reverse the 
broken windows effect.

The broken windows hypothesis 
suggests that allowing an area to 
become run down gives the impression 
that nobody cares, and so no-one will 
intervene against crime and disorder.

Improving the environment by fixing 

the broken windows displays civic pride 
and demonstrates how much people 
care about where they live and are more 
likely to protect it all of the time.

In other words, it can act as a catalyst 
for community action and cohesion.

The community sees that others are 
concerned about their area (by installing 
better street lighting) and begin to take 
pride in the area for themselves.

Research indicates that CCTV is highly 
effective in tackling pre-planned 
crimes, and the offender can assess the 
perceived benefits of committing the 
offence against the risk of being caught

Crimes that are more likely to be 
spontaneous, mainly when the offender 
is under the influence of alcohol or drugs, 
may not be reduced by CCTV cameras 
as the offender is less able to assess the 
risks of being caught.

But, in areas where it is present and 
can capture offences, it can still be 
used to ensure the speedy deployment 
of emergency services to the scene 

(potentially reducing the seriousness of 
the outcome of the offence) and assist 
in the investigation of offences and 
prosecution of offenders. 

Plymouth City Council is leading on the 
implementation of the Stronger North 
Stonehouse CCTV and lighting project.

Council officials have worked closely 
with the police to identify areas that will 
benefit most from better lighting and 
increased CCTV coverage.

By looking at the evidence, it has been 
decided to erect six new CCTV cameras 
in those.

Because the new cameras will feature 
the latest digital technology, an upgrade 
to the existing fibre optic network in 
the area is required. Where this isn’t 
practicable or is cost-prohibitive, a point 
to point WiFi is being used.

Victoria Park
Victoria Park will have three new CCTV 
cameras placed throughout the park.

These cameras are equipped with infra-
red and white light technology capable 
of providing crystal clear images in all 
lighting conditions.

Ilbert Street
There will be one new camera located on 

an existing lamp column on the junction 
of Ilbert Street and Eton Terrace.

Wyndham Lane
The existing CCTV camera will be 
relocated from Wolsden Street, Anstis 
Street junction to Wyndham lane, Anstis 
Street, with an additional camera being 
installed on a new lighting column in 
Wyndham Lane to provide increased 
coverage of the area.

Patna Park 
Patna Park will have a new CCTV camera 
installed on a lighting column at the 
junction of Patna Place and Penrose 
Street.

Street Lighting
The existing street lighting in the area will 
be increased and upgraded by reviewing 
the current light coverage and installing 
additional columns.

It will also feature a computerised 
management system which will control 
how the lighting works. This means an 
area can be lit to an appropriate level in 
the area as and when it is required.

It also means that the system will be 
informed automatically of any potential 
or actual light failure.

Better street 
lighting and 
CCTV will help 
deal with crime

CCTV  will be positioned at the junction of Ilbert Street and Eton Terrace.

When used in communities, CCTV is effective in tackling pre-planned crimes.
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Bringing art and colour to parks
Like so many areas, North Stonehouse is 
no stranger to the unwelcome sight of 
graffiti and ‘tagging’. At its best, street art 
can be inspiring, uplifting, provocative 
and thought-provoking however much 
of what appears overnight on freshly 
painted walls are viewed as pointless 
at best and at worst, threatening and 
intimidating. 

Last summer, Friends of Wyndham 
Square worked with the artist collective, 
LOCI and local children, to create a 
stunning mural stretching the length 
of Newswick Park transforming a grey, 
graffiti-littered wall into a colourful and 
welcoming backdrop for the park. 

Across the area, Plymouth Artists 
Together have been transforming 
derelict buildings, sub-stations and 
other graffiti-targeted areas into 
wonderful and vibrant backdrops that 
make Stonehouse a more colourful and 
friendlier place to live.

Rich history

Cliik Community will be working with 
local artists over the coming months to 
transform some of the most targeted 
graffiti-covered walls and spaces with 
artwork that brings to life and reflects 
the diversity and rich history of the area. 

Preparations are already underway 
to transform the sub-station owned by 
Western Power in Patna Park. Artists 
Camilla Rose and Joe Meldrum have 
been creating stunning designs with 
ideas collected from the families who 
regularly use the park. 

The mural which will be painted in 
December will reflect the history of 
the site as an old railway, the damage 
created during the Second World War 
and the diversity of the community that 
now use the park. 

It will also feature a large-scale map of 
North Stonehouse highlighting many 
of the most prominent historical and 
community features of the area forming 
a part of the ‘way-making to help people 
navigate their way through the rich 
history of this area.

We really want to find out what spaces 
you would like to see transformed in 
North Stonehouse. 

If you want to nominate a wall, a 
building, a telephone-junction box 
that annoys you because of the graffiti, 
do get in touch with Cliik, by email: 
connect@cliik.community or message 
them on the Cliik Facebook page: @
CliikCommunityPlymouth.

Above left: The LOCI collective of artists working on the Neswick Park mural which transformed a graffiti covered wall, shown 
right, into a colourful work of art.         Images courtesy of LOCI

Search for us on Facebook to keep up to date or follow us on Twitter using @northstonehouse

Artists Joe Meldrum and Camilla Rose work on preliminary sketches for the project to improve Patna Park.
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Book a training 
session to learn how 
to prevent crime
We all want to live in a safe place, free 
to do the things we like to do without 
worry and we all want our children to 
grow up safely.  If people come together 
within communities, the greater the 
opportunities become for developing a 
safe community.

To be successful people need to be pro-
active.  If you want something make it 
happen – nothing comes to those that 
stand still.  Preventing crime has a similar 
requirement – you need to do something.  
It’s not difficult so that’s a bonus.  

Think about it – if you leave your home 
do you close your windows and lock 
your doors?  Of course, you do and that 
is being pro-active.  Why - because you 
don’t want strangers getting into your 
home to cause damage or take your 
belongings.     
What is crime prevention?  
The best way to describe it is that crime 
prevention involves any activity by an 
individual or group of people, public or 
private, which tries to stop crime before 
it happens.

But it is not just doing things to 
keep you, your own family and your 
possessions safe which is very important.  
It is about coming together to work 
together to help others understand the 

importance of doing the right thing as 
you are.  To work together to make and 
keep the communal areas of your home 
and your community surroundings a 
place that looks and feels good to live in 
and work in.  

If you feel good and it feels good to be 
in the place it generally is good – right? 

What contribution can you offer to 
make North Stonehouse the ‘Stronger 
North Stonehouse’ of the future?  

If you believe in making a difference, 
have some time to help – step forward – 
make contact and the Safer Streets team 
behind this ‘one off’ opportunity will help 
you achieve your goal(s).

One example, of many, available for 
members of the North Stonehouse 
community is to volunteer to attend 
a two-day virtual crime prevention 
training session.  

First dates in December 2020.  What 
does that mean for you – listen, 
discuss, share experiences, learn, apply 
the knowledge and share your new 
knowledge with others.  Above all work 
with others, help the vulnerable and 
make North Stonehouse the Stronger 
North Stonehouse of the future.  

For more details email: hello@
strongernorthstonehouse.co.uk

Published by The Office of the Police and Crime 
Commissioner, Andy Hocking House, Alderson 
Drive, Exeter, EX2 7RP

What’s wrong here?

Inner City Seeds is a new community 
gardening group set up by myself and 
a group of passionate volunteers living 
in the North Stonehouse area who are 
working together to create communal 
gardens in North Stonehouse which are 
accessible to everyone in our community, 
writes Helen Moore.
 We will be gardening on land which is 
overlooked, forgotten or used for fly 
tipping and will be turning it into spaces 
for people to meet, create and learn the 
practical skills needed to grow plants 
and look after the environment. 

We also really want to build on what we 
already have here, the great community, 
the amazing people and the fascinating 
history of the area. We are aware that not 
everyone has access to their own garden 
and although Plymouth has amazing 
parks and green spaces, we feel it’s really 
important to be able to give people 
somewhere they can call their own. 

I also run the Adelaide Street Angels 
Garden Group where creating these 
urban garden sites has helped to 
dramatically reduce fly tipping in the 
areas we take over and which we get a lot 
of thanks for the work we’re doing from 
the community. We are really pleased 
that recently we were able to help the 
Friends of Wantage Gardens and bring 
some much-deserved attention to this 
historical space. 

We recently collaborated with Friends 
of Wantage Gardens, the Stronger North 
Stonehouse team of Kevin Sproston, 
Graeme Kirkup and Jules Fairman, 
and Mike Vosper who works with the 

Plymouth Youth Offending Team to give 
the garden a makeover and we all pulled 
together as a community to achieve this. 

We are also creating a daffodil trail 
of North Stonehouse incorporating 
historical landmarks which will keep 
people busy, exercising and give us all 
something to look forward to for Spring. 
I think it will also help to bring people 
into the area who perhaps have never 
realised there was so much interesting 
history in North Stonehouse. This we 
hope can help create those connections 
in the community which are so vital to 
creating a legacy people can be proud of. 

Currently we have 16 volunteers who 
are giving their time to this project and 
lots of people have continued to show 
their interest so we’re still growing! I 
hope I can bring the success the Adelaide 
Street Angels Community Garden Group 
had to the North Stonehouse area and 
I’m really excited to see what we as a 
community can achieve with this project. 

Our aims as a group are to promote 
growing, connecting and gardening 
knowledge from the ground up. With 
everyone in the community invited to 
join us! Being in nature and being active 
have been proven to be beneficial for 
our mental health and wellbeing, and 
gardening perfectly combines the two. 
We believe everyone should be able to 
benefit from the positive mental health 
effects having access to land can offer.

Sowing inner city seeds

Danilo Wasques, Anto Niaoefar and Paddy Mackenzie learning about nature in 
Patna Park as part of an Inner City Seeds project

It’s easy to forget the simple things than 
can lead you to become a victim of crime. 
A wheelie bin standing under an open 
window as shown in the picture above 
is an invitation to a thief to break into 

your home. To prevent things like this 
happening to you, join us in a two-day 
virtual crime prevention training session 
later this month so you will know what to 
look out for. Contact Cliik for details.

Working together for a stronger, safer North Stonehouse


